
Pentacam 

How to set up automatic data download into Phorcides 

Attach USB drive to Pentacam computer. 

 

Open folders at the bottom of the screen.  Then open the C drive. 

 

  



Open the Pentacam folder on the C drive. Find the SUMMARY-LOAD file. 

 

Click on the SUMMARY-LOAD file to highlight it.  Then delete it. 

“What?  Delete it?” 

Don’t panic, don’t worry, Pentacam will create a new SUMMARY-LOAD file for you on its own.  This 

current SUMMARY-LOAD file contains data on every file from every patient ever tested on this 

Pentacam.  It’s a good idea to delete this file once a week to prevent it from becoming too large. 

  



Now, go back and start the Pentacam program.  Open up your first LASIK patient’s file.  Open up the first 

eye’s exam. 

 

 

At the top, open the Display.  Then choose 4 View Refractive. 

 

  



4 Map Refractive example: 

 

That’s it.  You don’t need to do anything more for this eye.  Simply opening the 4 View Refractive Map 

causes Pentacam to save the data from the image to the SUMMARY-LOAD file.  Close out this eye’s file 

and open the other eye’s Pentacam file.  Once again, at the top click Display and choose 4 View 

Refractive Map.  Once the map is open you can close it and move on to the next patient.  Do the same 

steps for all of the LASIK patients that you are planning treatments for.  You just have to open the 4 View 

Refractive Map for each eye, nothing else. 

Once you have opened each patient’s Pentacam scans and each eye’s 4 View Refractive Maps you can 

close the Pentacam program. 

Go back and open the C drive.  Open the Pentacam file.  Then right click on the SUMMARY-FILE.  Copy 

the SUMMARY-FILE to your USB. 

Attach your USB drive to the computer you will be using for Phorcides planning.  Create a new folder on 

the C drive named Pentacam.  You must name this folder “Pentacam” and only “Pentacam”. 



 

Create a new subfolder inside the Pentacam folder.  Name this new folder CSV.  It is critical you name it 

correctly, CSV. 

 

You only need to create the Pentacam and CSV folder once.  From now on you will attach your USB drive 

from the Pentacam and simply copy the patient files into the CSV file.  Phorcides will do the rest. 

  



 

 

This all may seem like a lot at first but after one or two LASIK surgery days it will become second nature 

to you.   

Now when you open Phorcides and choose a patient’s topographic image to work with, Phorcides will 

automatically pull up the correct anterior and posterior negative astigmatism data.  The advantage?  No 

data entry for Pentacam data when you run Phorcides, the program retrieves it for you!!!  And no 

chance for any errors computing the axis or errors for data entry. 

 


